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such strange principles and opinions, that nobody can be found of those opinions but me.
Aunt. No, my dear; but servants have rarely any notions of those things, or enter far into them.
FIT. Niece. Well, madam, I would venture it, for I would no more entertain those who differed from my opinion in religion, than I would entertain those that had none at all; for the difference in opinion in servants, has more mischiefs in it sometimes, than the other.
Aunt. I grant it would be very well to have servants of the same opinion in religion with ourselves, but it cannot be always so; the first and main point that I have made my rule, has been, to have servants that are religiously inclined in general, and that are willing to be instructed ; these, having a modest sober behaviour in the main, are more easily brought to comply with religious things in the family, whether they are the same way that they were first inclined to, or not; such as these are often brought, by good examples in the house, to be of the same opinion with ourselves.
Sec. Niece. Such are, indeed, a great tie upon masters and mistresses of families to take care that we recommend the profession we make of religion by a good example; for servants are not likely to turn to our opinion, or embrace with us the part which we take in religion, when they see us not practising the things we pretend to teach, and not winning them to our opinion by a conversation becoming religion.
Aunt. It is very true, niece, and would masters and mistresses keep upon their minds a sense of what influence their conduct may have upon their servants ; how they may be the means of bringing them to a serious embracing of religion, or to a greater levity and indifference, than it may be they